
    
        

    
FarmWorks  was  founded  in  May  2011  to  provide  a  mechanism  
for  citizens  to   invest   in   farms  and  food  production  through  a  
Community  Economic  Development  Investment  Fund.    
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Food  Production  in  Nova  ScotiaFood  Production  in  Nova  Scotia    

Over  60  years  production  of  non-‐fishery  food  in  
NS  has  decreased  from  approximately  60%  
sufficiency  to  about  15%  (8%  supply  managed,  3%  
crops,  2%  livestock)  and  exports  have  declined    

Farms  have  decreased  from  12,518  to  3,905  

Farm  population  decreased  from  58,000  to  8,000  

Loss  to  communities,  food  security,  economy    

Strategies  are  needed  to  help  reverse  the  trend    

  



Food  is  A  Key  to  Reversing  Decline  Food  is  A  Key  to  Reversing  Decline      
in  Rural  NS  Populationin  Rural  NS  Population    



Nova  Scotia  2011Nova  Scotia  2011    
921,727  population  (up  0.9%  from  2006)  

600,003  (65.1%)  urban    

321,724  (34.9%)  rural  

52,939  square  km     total  area    
403,000  ha     total  farm  area  

138,000  ha     currently  in  crops  or  pasture    

1,200,000  ha     with  potential  for  crops  and  pasture  

$524  M     total  farm  income  (up  $24  M  from  2010)  

    $45  M     net  farm  income  (up  $21  M  from  2010)  

Significant  potential  for  food  production     investment  
needed  to  regain  food  infrastructure  lost  over  time      

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-‐recensement/2011/as-‐sa/fogs-‐spg/Facts-‐pr-‐eng.cfm?Lang=Eng&TAB=1&GK=PR&GC=12  
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FarmWorks  CEDIFFarmWorks  CEDIF    

January  and  February  22  public  meetings  across  NS  

Resulted  in  $223,500  invested  by  102  shareholders    
(loans  to  food  producers  -‐  see  FarmWorks.ca  website)  

Ongoing  mentoring  and  support    

Implemented  Food  Grows  Here  Food  Grows  Here      
strategy  to  raise  public  awareness  

Continuing  to  help  build  awareness  of  the  positive        
impact  of  food-‐related  businesses  on  NS  economy  

Second  Offer     new  money  available  April  2013  

  



Showcase  for  current  and  
potential  food  producers:      

introduces  FarmWorks  
to  the  businesses  
provides  feedback  
gains  interest  of  
potential  investors  
  



FarmWorks      CEDIF   has   demonstrated   that   there   is   potential   to  
help  reverse  outward  flows  of  investment  dollars  and  help  bring  
about  crucial  investment  in  farms  and  food  production.    


