Mine proposal threatens food security on Vancouver Island

Summary of the Raven Coal project by Joan Kuyek



One of the most significant battles in recent Canadian history is shaping up in the Comox and Alberni Valleys on Vancouver Island.  


Faced by a proposal for a massive coal mine project owned by Compliance Energy Corporation that locals fear will turn the central island into a “mini-Appalachia”, thousands of people have been organizing across the Island and packing public meetings to advocate for their vision of a sustainable economy based on food security (including a vibrant shellfish aquaculture), renewable energy, cultural industries, value added forestry, and protection of the environment. 



The public is also demanding that the environmental assessment be a joint panel review of the coal project. Currently, it has been scoped as a “comprehensive study” to be taken cooperatively by the provincial and federal governments.


The Alberni and Comox Valleys have spent the last 15 years developing detailed economic, social, and cultural plans leading to a vision of sustainability for their communities. Well over 100 studies and workshops have been undertaken, and hundreds of community members in both valleys have participated. 


Mining has not been part of that vision. Vancouver Island has a history of coal mining, and the one remaining mine on the Island – the Quinsam Mine – at Campbell River, has recently had to deal with the disclosure of serious arsenic leaching into the watershed.


Compliance Energy Corporation - with its Japanese and Korean partners – proposes to develop a new coal underground coal mine -  the Raven Underground Coal Project  - in the Cowie Creek and Tsable River watersheds between Parksville and Courtenay on Vancouver Island. 
The mine is projected to produce 2.2 million tonnes of coal per year or 44 million tonnes over the 16 year expected life of the mine. 


The coal will be carried by B-train trucks over the winding and dangerous two lane Hwy 4 to Port Alberni, where the current port will be converted to a coal port, and the coal transported to Asia.


Two other massive open pit coal mines are also being contemplated by Compliance Energy in the same area- Bear and Anderson. Compliance owns the surface and mineral rights to a huge area, land that was taken from local First Nations in a land swindle decades ago. 


The mine will have serious impacts on the important shellfish aquaculture of Baynes Sound, the fisheries in Alberni Inlet and the east coast of the Island, and on the successful efforts of local people to build an economy that values the environment, neighbourliness and community self-reliance. 


The communities are outraged that that the coal from the mine will become a major contributor to climate change worldwide, when the province of BC's official position on climate change states: Climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our generation, and your BC Government is taking decisive action and has established some of the most aggressive targets for greenhouse gas reductions anywhere, to sustain the quality of life we enjoy today for our children and our grandchildren tomorrow. British Columbia is committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 33% from 2007 levels by 2020 and 80% by 2050.


 Public hearings on the terms of reference for the environmental assessment have just been completed, with standing room only turnouts. In Union Bay, the fire marshal had to turn people away.


More information about the project may be found at www.coalwatch.ca. 

